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repeatedly; and it should be illegal to have public
exhibitions of the kind alluded to, The medical
professions has always been rightly jealous of the
employment of hypnotism in the treatment of disease,
both from fear of the effect of such operations on
the nervous systems of excitable people, and because
such practice is in the border land of quackery and
•of imposture. Still in the hands of skilful men there
is no reason why the proper employment of a method
influencing the nervous system so powerfully as
hypnotism should not be the means of relieving pain
•or remedying disease.
ANIMAL MAGNETISM
The terms Animal Magnetism,, Electro-Biology,
Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Odylic, or Odic fores and
Hypnotism, have been used to designate peculiar
nervous conditions in which the body and mind of
an individual, were supposed to be influenced by a
Mysterious force emanating from another person.
With the exception of Mesmerism, a name given to
the phenomena in honour of one of their earliest
investigators, F. A. Mesmer, each of these terms
implies a theory. Thus the phenomena of Animal
Magnetism were supposed to be due to some kind of
magnetic force or influence peculiar to living beings
and analogous to the action of a magnet upon steel
-or certain metals; Electro-Biology, a more modern
term, introduced in 1850 by two American Lecturers,
referred the phenomena to the action of Electrical
Currents generated in the living body, and capable of
influencing electrically the bodies of others, Clair-
voyants implied a power of mental Vision or of
mental hearing, or of a mental production of other
sensations, by Which the individual became aware of
events happening in another part of the world from
where he was, or could tell of the existence of objects
which could not affect at the time any of his bodily
senses; odylic force was a term given to a force of a
mysterious character by which all the phenomena of

